KIPS Tr. Comp. and Comm. Sys. MEZTE 0|83 ShellCode BRI &

Vol.3, No.3 pp.87~96 plISSN: 2287-5891

Detecting ShellCode Using Entropy

Woosuk Kim" - Sunghoon Kang' - Kyungshin Kim™ - Seungjoo Kim™"

ABSTRACT

Hackers try to achieve their purpose in a variety of ways, such as operating own website and hacking a website. Hackers seize a
large amount of private information after they have made a zombie PC by using malicious code to upload the website and it would be
used another hacking. Almost detection technique is the use Snort rule. When unknown code and the patterns in IDS/IPS devices are
matching on network, it detects unknown code as malicious code. However, if unknown code is not matching, unknown code would be
normal and it would attack system. Hackers try to find patterns and make shellcode to avoid patterns. So, new method is needed to detect
that kinds of shellcode. In this paper, we proposed a noble method to detect the shellcode by using Shannon’s information entropy.
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Table 1. ShellCode purpose

Table 2. Entropy properties
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Table 3. Samuel Morse alphabet frequency

E 12,000 F 2,500

T 9,000 W, Y 2,000

A LN O S 8,000 G P 1,700

H 6,400 B 1,600

R 6,200 v 1,200

D 4,400 K 800

L 4,000 Q 500

u 3,400 J, X 400

C, M 3,000 Z 200
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Table 4. Cornell University Math Explorer's Project

Letter Count Frequency
E 21912 12.02
T 16587 9.1
A 14810 8.12
O 14003 768
I 13318 7.31
N 12666 6.95
S 11450 6.28
R 10977 6.02
H 10795 592
D 7874 4.32
L 7253 3.98
U 5246 2.88
C 4943 2.71
M 4761 2.61
F 4200 2.3
Y 3853 211
W 3819 2.09
G 3693 2.03
P 3316 1.82
B 2715 1.49
v 2019 111
K 1257 0.69
X 315 0.17
Q 205 0.11
J 183 0.1
Z 128 0
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abcde fghijklmnopgrstuvwzxyz

Fig. 1. Relative frequencies of letters in text
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Table 5. Conficker Worm

ge | A7) Conficken= 2008 1085 asi) A
° |3 AFH Holtk
73] 7. A(Conficker.A)
- 719] 71 B(Conficker.B)
ilare) ] .
73] 71.C(Conficker.C)
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Table 6. C&C Server Transfer Packet
GET /search?q=123 HTTP/ 1.0
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Table 7. Conficker Worm Detect Snort rule

alert tcp any any —> any 80
(pere:*/"GET\sV/search\x3fq\x3d[0-9]+\sHT TP\/1\.[01]/";)

Snort rules AHEIIA B3R 9 ATE st k. €7
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Table 8. Snort rule comparison

Before GET /search?q=123 HTTP/ 1.0
After POST /search?Que=12d3 HTTP/ 1.0

32 4 3t oiEol| offh EfX|EHH D BHA

oA 314 GibEel ALgHE dY 9A VW A
atdar ol AodE A =9 FZor IS AU
3% Snort rules ©]-&F TA 7Yt 1 93] 7l el

A srolu A,

4 72 o] 83k FZ HH-L XSS(Cross Site Scripting)
4 WA 9 e AolEY §) HolAd 4t

al
F70] o]0l A7) o] tjFite] AFEL FHedel
o

oro my
Rl oro

ShellCode 419!
<—— HACKER

Fig. 2. ShellCode spreads
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Fig. 3. ShellCode sample
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nnescape ("inlfefinll0i9%uc30i0tuddibiulc2 4
6c23ue2Bliuf0003uff258u000£f3u0300%8u0301%
ecius7563ul06atud2338u3359%uldcitu9sTdiy
ciudSceiuTifdiudScetuesfetuss8atuffffiug

= ADC R P AR DA D] B A B a1 U1 Grn T AL E e £

Fig. 4. ShellCode section

Fig. 4= AA| ZgvjdA ©A% ShellCodes] UH-Ho]H,
4 ShellCodeE © A3 snort rules Table 504 H.o|+=
e o]t}

19

Table 9. ShellCode Snort rule

alert tcp any 80 —> any any (pcre:“/unescape\
x28\x22\x25\x 75[0-9a-T1{41\x25\x75[0-9a-11{4}/i";)
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AIE=ZTIE 0|32t ShellCode EXI &Y 91
oprel A wASA AEe S8 5 ool Az & 4, NEZTE 0|83 EA| Wy
5 34 diaixe &571 gle dde] At
A e FA 734% OLHE_E—%’ 7+ A7) 7 o§l_ 3] o
Table 10. ShellCode bypass o I e #7171 jLH
welnl, 1 BA0R WHE Qalv] A% PolTh 44
ver memorylll = mew Arrav(): B FAL 3 98 mEs AgeAY B Qe
unescape ("\ul8e8\ul009\uc300\uddEb\ulc24® A A R Sl o] AN SRR 3 PCA s
fc2\ueZdl\vuf000huff25u000u0300hud30lw tE 7FAA 7= Aol AY o]z $ BEo|t} 4 mr vhalg]
ech\us756\ullealnd233\u3i3s59\uddec0hu9ad7d\u! TAL ARAE 7 JE YA B EF oz 4 PCol
chud5ca\uTafd\udSce\u65fe\us5a8\uf £ udt o I ;] T Bl A5 ° A ]
s IOEY a7 AL 3T AT 4 AAsm DY =T ALY =T A a3 %/\]——O—]'ﬂ /1\_:"]_6@}\]7]}5 H(;—E':]‘]—Q—i 7]—XO]’ ‘E%—O] %%Qﬂ 2}]\‘:]—.
alert tcp any 80 -> any any (pcre:“/unescape\ Aotsts AEZIE &85 &1 e 7]E9 Ed
x28\x22\x25\x75[0-9a-f] {4 }\x25\x75[0-9a-f]{4}/i";) o8 €7 (snortE o] &3S Wolu} £33 AL Bxst=
alert tcp any 80 -> any any (pcre:“/unescape\ Ho|th Aokl B HS Algsld wHER 4 3o
x28\x22\x5¢\x75[0-9a-f] {4 }\x25\x75[0-9a-f]{4}/i”;) 7 BAR A o]2 BAay] o8 B4 AES Az A
st et gloAE 1e g
Letter Frequency(Cornell University)
-l
s |\
v | A
= 14|04 Ao
Z \ A Z | I A : A
i i S /A "IN
6 1 6 1 57 N
i — g i —e Z 1 —g
; 4 ! AN ; v “ ; 14 ! =~
alphabet Frequency alphabet Frequency alphabet Frequency
E 7.25 E 8.44 E 771
T 9.16 T 8.68 T 5.77
A 8.2 A 9.19 A 755
0] 6.39 (6] 4.88 (6] 5.76
I 7.26 ) 6.94 I 6.05
N 5.62 N 717 N 4.9
S 6.26 S 7.45 S 5.02
H 3.56 H 3.79 H 1.72
R 4.35 R 4.77 R 4.79
D 4.85 D 4.2 D 5.54
L 5.1 L 5.39 L 4.18
C 4.44 C 6.37 C 5.83
U 2.63 U 211 U 3.74
M 3.37 M 3.06 M 297
W 1.25 W 2.14 W 1.17
F 1.77 F 1.82 F 2.91
G 3.58 G 1.28 G 5.33
Y 0.75 Y 0.83 Y 0.83
P 6.65 P 4.63 P 3.39
B 2.42 B 16 B 6.88
Vv 0.88 Vv 2.3 Vv 0.95
K 1.09 K 1.27 K 1.05
] 0.15 ] 0.33 ] 0.22
X 2.66 X 0.47 X 4.46
Q 0.21 Q 0.81 Q 0.66
7 0.14 7 0.07 7 0.57
Entropy 4.316 Entropy 4.283 Entropy 4.402
Redundancy 0.082 Redundancy 0.089 Redundancy 0.063

Fig. 5. Web site information entropy
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|

a4\

ABCDEFGHI JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

alphabet

Frequency

9.51

8.58

394

3.25

2.18

4.64

1.62

1.62

2.32

6.73

2.09

3.94

37182

3.25

0.93

1.86

0.23

1.16

1.86

0.93

0.23

0.23

0.23

0.23

0

N|O|H|—|A|<|m|T|<|o|=|=|Eclon || BT |w|Z]|—~|O=|=8 s

0

Entropy

3.389

Redundancy

0.279

AIO|E 2 ShellCode & EZke|

qom fest PEHE Y A

AEZ

ShellCode #2 ShellCode #3

A

20 /
15

“AA

—_—A%1 —_—A%1

\
v
1)

| t—

A\ :

NS VAVAS SAVNA
alphabet Frequency alphabet Frequency

E 219 E 139

T 1.37 T 2.5

A 3.66 A 11.71

0O 0.77 ) 1.47

I 1.42 I 1.8

N 0.9 N 1.36

S 9.6 S 1.69

H 2.13 H 153

R 2.37 R 175
D 15.58 D 11.54

L 0.71 L 0.67

C 11.79 C 12.93

U 0.52 U 1.78

M 1.03 M 1.17
W 8.45 W 0.89
F 3.98 F 11.76

G 2.14 G 1.41

Y 0.76 Y 1.61

P 0.76 P 2.22
B 548 B 12.59

\Y 0.68 \Y% 0.8

K 0.79 K 1.08

J 0.94 J 067

X 1.31 X 0.89

Q 0.71 Q 0.28

Z 0.26 Z 0.03
Entropy 3.723 Entropy 3.802
Redundancy 0.208 Redundancy 0.191

Fig. 6. ShellCode information entropy
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alert tcp any any -> any any
(content:“unescape”; pcre:“/(spraylr

eturn_address|payloadcodelshellcodelretaddr|retaddr
ess|blocklpayloadlagent|lhspt)/smi”;

Sourcefire

alert ip any any —> any any (msg:“SHELLCODE
x86 OS agno

stic unicode mixed case decoder”;
content:“j|00/X]00| Al00IQI00IA|00IDI00IAI00IZI00I A0

Sourcefire | e finescape\st 01BI001 AJ00IRI00] AJ0OILI00I A 00T Y100] A0OITI00l Al00]
\x28(\x221\x271\x26qu0t\ x3BI\x5c\x22)[\x 25\x5¢ Jul ; SId17342; revil)
0-9a-f1{4} (\x22\s*\x2B\s*\x22)?[\x25\x5¢]u[0-9a~f
1{4)/smi") alert tcp any any ->  any  any
(msg:“SHELLCODE JavaScript var shellcode”;
Sourcefire | content:* shellcode
alert tcp any 80> any any (content:“unescape”; ", pere:/var\s+shellcode\s*=/smi”;  sid:17392;
perer*/(spraylr rev:l;)
eturn_address|payloadcodelshellcodelretaddr|retaddr
Sourcefire |ess|blocklpayloadlagentlhspt)/smi”;
pere:“/unescape\s*\ alert ip any any —> any any (msg:“SHELLCODE
x28(\x22\x271\x26quot\x3BI\x5c\x22) \x25\x5c [0- Sourcefire x86 Linux reverse connect shellcode”; content:“(31
9a-f1{2}[\x25\x5¢][0-9a-f]{2}/smi”;) DB 53 43 53 6A 02 6A 66 58 89 E1 CD 80l
sid:17324; rev:1;)
alert tep any any -> any any
(content:“ul00In|00lel00Is[00lc|001al00lpl00lel00]”;pere
£/($\X00p\X00r\x00a\x 00y \x00Ir\x00€\x 00 X 00 \x0 Table 11. ShellCode #2 measurement
Or\xOOn\xOO_\xOOa\xOOd\xOOd\xOOr\xOOe\xOOs\xOOS ;;E%Mavascnmducumem.w‘Ta(WumwumdmdeNMuwmlmmedMmuMWUMIWuWum
\x00Ip\x00a\x00y\x001\x000\x00a\x00d\x00c\x000\ OEFYUOLF OO0 OLCE U DDEBAPULOESHLOUT i OEEMUOLEH OSSO0 L0724 DBSHUDUTELDDE
SO0 LS00 TR D065 RSO0
x00d\x00e\x00s\x00h\x00e\x001\x001\x00c\x000\x0 ERAMEDICE AR DR SO WO AR
Sourcefire | 0d\x00e\x00Ir\x00e\x00t\x00a\x00d\x00d\x00r\x00r Ji ity
\x00e\x00t\x00a\x00d\x00d\x00r\x00e\x00s\x00s\x Corp. Detection Entropy shellCode
00/b\x001\x000\x00c\x00k \x00Ip\x00a\x 00y \x001\x0 XX 48 No
00\x00a\x00d\x00/a\x00g\x00e\x00n\x00t\x00|h\x00 XX ;“3 N
s\x00p\x00t\x00)/smi”; > = ©
pere:*/i\x00n\x006\x008\x00c\x002\x00p\x00€\x00\ St At No
SAX28(\x221\x27\x26quot\x3B\x5¢\x22)/smi";) St A No
St A N
St )\{ NZ 3.389 Suspicious
St Ab No
XXAFolH | alert tcp any 80:8080 <> any any ST A No
oL ME | (pere:/unescape\x28\x22u(050519090)/1";)
St AF No
Sf A No
XXAFolH | alert tep any 80 <> any any
SHAIE | (content:*unescape(EStr)”) Table 12. ShellCode# 1 measurement
war DASCS il TYTIT8HT TE3EBeaTE3TDASDSA=":
F:ggwgb‘?;ﬁ;"'MSEW&DCES"'B.‘)S’"QSW%DC: 1026 DCEC r:r-:nr DCEBIE ' GESE W
alert tep any any > any [1397445] :233\;69%W!DCEEUBWSEW&DCEZ?OCBED?ED:E&iDng e ucsssnéa%%agngw :uiffpa?sosew?aenﬁ“é
(msg:“SHELLCODE x86 winZ2k-2k3 decoder base et SRkt et el e EFBareSE
9 EBDBD@SEWEDCEFESEWEDCESI3CSSEWEDCEBCBD@SEWSDCEBDBD@SEWADCER I 8@ SEWADCETE3C@SEWAD
ShellCOde SEW&DGEE;E‘;’SUE";\'SSDC%%S?D@SEW&ECEE;E@SEW&DCEfﬁEQSEW&DCEBDEC@SEW&DCEEBEESSEW&DGEEDESD@?
Sourcefire |; content:*|C7 O0BIGGGGI81|7";  content:“ulF4l”;
within:2; distance:4 Corp. Detection Entropy shellCode
; classtype:attempted-user; sid:159 XX AlH No
02; revl;) XX AE No
Sf A} No
St A} No
alert tcp any any —> any 135 (ms St A} No L
3.723 S
g“SHELLCODE x86 PoC CVE-20 St AF No Hspietous
Sourcefire 03-0605"; content:“l05 00 06 01 00 00 00 St A} No
001111111111111111111111111 St AF No
111.11A111|OO 00 00 00 00 00 00 00I”; sid:15903; SE A} No
rev:3;) STAY o
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‘?4 7337’]'% Table 11, Table 12, Table lgoﬂkl équ)—‘?l' %}]\_ eval for (i=0; i<s.length; i++)[ p += String.fromCharCode (3[i]
o o El <] = mE A co 7 unescape ("$u0A0A%n0A0ASu0R0A"+"SuE1D9%u3409%u5824%n5858%u3356%
= Et\ﬂ—y 1O7H"] Snort mleoﬂ}ﬂ UX] O]'X] /\@‘ Il DE$uD7C9%uDEDE$uCIDESu221Cu21215ul9AAu19C95u21 21%uC92]1 u206C
A | gko ERy 7+ o] « ] &Fo] “ ”

Oy— O‘/] ?]—]'—‘i"]’] %}\\_ }\H _]‘/] 414) j‘E’- EH—"/] 420 _Oxb0f0=["\ 6T\ HES\ T O RSP\ RGN KT S\ KT 2\ KT 2\ HE D\ HEE N
o )7 5 o o] _‘_g_ o)} 2= ol = 8 NEZFANEE GO\ HEE \ a6 1\ X T a6\ ZEN X T2\ x TSR P\ T4\ 169"
'4 %’\J/]— qj—;q ]— X}- ]7}— = T7]— )‘}\Tjr' - 7] 74]01; 0x20M\u0446u043540043C\u0435\u04304u0442u043Dul44]
- s . -
ZJl—/\a]\ﬂ__ oahq"i]% C{H»E—i‘\‘q X]7]' dx161— 1}017]— L]’-T’— ?:!— navigator.systemlanguage=5tring("zh-cn™); navigator.browser.
N N my_location("yaschedule.narod.ru/J5/Super ext 2 2.js", "yascl
s {:l-% 7(:)‘—?—‘—‘:— %]—EQ] -‘_51—/‘3/6]— %E’] 01—7] HH—,—Oﬂ Qﬂ}éiﬁ] 9 _0XBBCA=["\x20\X23\X23\ K23\ K23\ K23\ 23\ x23\ %23\ 23\ K2I\ K23\
\H2INH2INHZIN K2\ K2 INK2I\ K23\ K2INK2I\K20", "\KT 2\ K61\ XEE\REL'
7}o Ao/ SO ] = 7 1;(4 L=
A ] 4700“ ]— }—r ]— ]A] “]il" a ] 4.14 - _OxBecb=["\xT0\E1\ T2\ RTI\KES\KT2", ™", "\x2ZF\KED\K T4\ XG4\ X
4.20 %}]\-01]}\1 u}]o.];( LVQ_ %]ég—]_ud ShellCode gl Onl-iﬁ}‘ﬂ_ 10 \x61\x6B\ x5\ xED\x61 \kEE\x2E\REE\KES\x T4\ R2E\KTS\RE1\R2F\x
B SAKED\KHEL\KHEEN K ZEARGENKES\ KT\ NZEN KT S\ RGN K2 P T TANE I\ 64N
HE&ds & b Ak 49 dEZT gt 71Ed 420
_OuBEcd=["\ w2023\ K2\ W23 W2 AN\ N3\ 23
T 41499 AYE AAETE B =Fo ado] wAd 11 \R23\K23\ K23\ K23\ K23\ K2 T\ K2 I\ N2 I\ K2\ K20, "\ KT 2\ K61
TR TR\ xd B\ w4 S\ x AT\ e a2 1N 2 0\ 2 3 2 3 w23/ 23
‘41478 7o 2 At
String.fromCharCode (83) +5tring. fromCharCode (104)+5tring.
12 ring. fromCharCode (112} +5tring. fromCharCode (108) +5tring.
ing.fromCharCode (110); var a =
char code[] =snbsp;anbsp: squot;\x31\xc0\x31\xdb\x31\xc\x31\xd2\
Table ]3 She”COde#:z measurement squot:\xe\xTT\RSI\XED\xd3\ xeb\x39\ x5\ x 31\ Rd2\ k88 \ x5 1\ x0b\x
13 squot: \xbI\xeT\xTT\xE\xd I\ xeb\ x 39\ x5 x 31 \xd2\ k8B X5 1\ R0\ %

sguot; AxSINKS2ARE £\ xd D\ x 31\ xd 2\ x50\ xb A\ x Ed\ k98 \ ke T\xT T\xEf\x

unescape("%u1826%0009%Uc300%u44Bb %uU0C 24%uBb56% LBBBE% u0000%B500% U TAC3%UB35: % uBCB%U0000%U0000% U5374%548b%u 1§

7%ud5¢

«- Tenl e 2 =FoA Ay AMgd X2 :L%E% 2} 1o}z Ak

o] Hom, AHgH st=dloe 9% 7 Home Premium
K 64bit, Intel i7-CPU 1.90Hz, RAM 4Go|t}. Table 15,

T6%ul98b %4f
£3%UecBb?%u5151%u5653%UBE5T%U5786% 0000 %UB868%u0dde %ueB0% U001 a%u0000%ud583% UBSIC %uBbla%uD034%BBEa% U dde % uesl!

Corp Detection Entropy shellCode Table 1614 74kl Throughput time< 8}1+] html s
~an o B4 AOlH, Ims 0001%0]7] wlie] AZge] 484
XX AlE] Yes AL A 4e Aoz Az,

St Al Vos Table 15& ¥ =82 93] ShellCodeE EFHE2 F3 3}k

S o Aems) e Fin QAR AeE T Holrk

St A No o

St N 2.637 Suspicious Table 15. ShellCode Threshold value

[}

St A} No No Entropy Threshold value | Throughput time

S A No 1 2.637 2.261 70 ms

SE A} No 2 3.389 0.563 4 ms

St A} No 3 3.723 0.174 18 ms

4 2.112 2.038 15 ms
o) 170 - _ 2
A AR = Y (e, —4.14) 5 3618 0273 6 ms
Threshold value 6 3326 0.662 6 ms
7 2.916 1.479 7 ms
) 8 2.768 1.882 6
Table 14. ShellCode List ms
9 1.896 5.036 8 ms
No ShellCode 10 2.266 3511 10 ms
| S S 11 1.222 8512 7 ms
GHiTBEEGASCShLEA ML CEMEET A SO EaGEEaY A SoRaT ot Sorh 12 3814 0.106 6 ms
<eeript 13 3818 0.104 82 ms
2 type="text/javascript">document . write ("\u003C\u0049\u0046\u0052\1 i .
03R\0002F\u002F\u0077\u0077\u0077\u002E\u00GE\ n0069\u0074\n00E5\L
payIlSNETload = .
3 "BSEWSDCESS' +' S8GSERSDCES' +' 858"+ BSENDCELOEBESENS Table 16. Normal Web Site Threshold value
EBEA3@SEWsDCEBDBDRSEWs DCEDYE 2@ SEWs DCESDLCESERSDCEBL F— P h
var Normal Site Entropy resho rqug oI
4 aaad="KHX1lebKXH4iaSaKiXcI33KXKE1l 66KHHAEC1KHKE0M value time
B e e —— 201 0001 T
5 ?:i;c:ﬂs::\izEE::6;7223125223:{;3:35&;:E;;:ﬁ:;;:zs;sl bluepresident 4.297 0.025 31 ms
SinbeEotunInOLAZOL1as2etensdodinlasrtuat 20tE DL b s: daum search 4304 0027 205 ms
my_location("/atorage/ef52/fab561411725e0ee670707862a02079f09: facebook 4411 0.074 151 ms
6 _0xb0£0=["\KET\ K65\ R T4\ NS F\XE I RTS\XT 2\ 72\ NES\KEE\ KT\ RS F\ KT
WX2F\REE\XE I\ XEE\KEL\X T3\ RE2\KZEN T2\ RT S\ X2 F\ R T4\ K69\ RED\ A5\ 2 google search 4.393 0.064 80 ms




kbs 4.301 0.026 106 ms
linkedin 4.342 0.041 398 ms
google main 4.384 0.059 79 ms
joins 4.284 0.021 93 ms
computer.org 4.261 0.015 46 ms
naver search 4.251 0.012 176 ms
kimlab 4.247 0.012 21 ms
korea.ac.kr 4.188 0.002 93 ms
whitehouse.gov 4.266 0.016 59 ms
president.go.kr 4.268 0.017 68 ms
A4 solA e Akt Az 4 mEe] AAG
Bel AYE 24 A3 54 A 2e gA" A
o] Aglel e ofEfe} 2t
01 o] ghe 4 == o4
58 B
2 =RdAe dEA ded o g2 U] dAE
st R e dERIE ZEote] BAs LRl
el A ARkl 71 sHol o A= %3] &4
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owt ICE YR AHEE9a Es
2 HI)E o]&ste] Z=E At ARgtTh el &
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